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. UNITED STATES 00 VERNM ENT 

Memorandum 



to : 


<w> 


datb: 2 ; i Hovombor 1971 


FROM : 


c 3 . 




subjsct: 


Otto Skorzony 





I. i Pfttt into niy frionil and noighbor, Otto Skorzony, Inst 
Monday, 22 JCoyoabor, and had drinka with hira and his wifo 
last night at thoir apartmont on Castoltdn do la Piana , 19* 

*2. Skorzony told mo that I 10 had boon ab son t from Madrid 
for about sovon mor.tho— from lato summor of 1970 until tho 
end of April or boginning of May 1971* Ho was in Hamburgi 
Cormany during that poriod undorgoing and oonvaloscing froin 
vory complicatod surgory-- an opora tion vrhich ho to Id mo had 
novor boon succossfully pcrforcod boforo. Apparontly, ho 
had folt ho had a phyoical problem Tor almost two years, but 
cKtonaive tosts had failed to discovor any causc for his 
fcolings until tho lato sumraor ot 1970. At that timo, tosts 
mado horo in Madrid (at Clinica la. Paz, 7 think) chowod aa 
obstruction at tho baso of his slcull/top of his spinał colu;.n 
in tho norvos . After inąuirios in tho United States, Snglar.ć 
and Germany f ho wont to Hamburg for treatment and underwoat 
surgory thoro on 12 Novombor 1970* Skorzcny told r .10 tho "oL— 
struć tion ■* was a turaor (his wife told mo privatoly that it 
a/as cancor) in tho norvos at tho top of his spine* 7ollovring 
tho surgery Twhich, ho sald, was perforr-ed using a aicroscopo 
to avoid destroying any of the nerves and lasted for six and 
a half hours), he was almost complotoly paralyzcd for tho 
first two nionths, stayod in the hospital until April gra- 
dually regaining tho uso of his musełos and theri roturnod 
to Madrid. (lisa, his a/ife, told me tho doctors told him 
that he should stay for cobalt troatment, but that *hc re- 
fusod to do so— and this vcry much a/orrios her. ) Ho went 
to his houso in Kallorca for tho month of August and now, 
back in Madrid, has a physical therapy specialist who concs 
to. tho houso overy ovon±ng for an hour. 

3- Comparod to the last tirae I saw him (lato June 1970) , 
he is thinner* Last night hc also soemed a bit wobbly on 
his fcet at times , but he was drinking his usual Scotch 
(albolt only ono)* He was complctoly lucid (though 2nglis*. 
has nover como oasily or qu±ckly to him) and opinionatod— 
as in tho past— in his commcnts (when, in ansarer to his qu: - 
tlon about my older son, X told him Robert was studying roli- 
tical Scior.ee at univorsity this ycar, ho told me Snginecrir.g 
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and Ili o tory, otc., woro acioncoa, but that Politico wa* no 
scioncot and, furthoriaoro , moat of tho troublomakcra in 
Zuropoon univoraltioa and in lator llfo woro "polltloal 
aciontiata.") 

/ 

2Zo ia going to hia offlco horo (X hnvo tho oddroaa ot 
homo) in tho morninga. Mo iaatill vory much intoroatod in 
gotting a chartor oirllno atartod In Spnin (thiawaa ono of 
tho aubjoota of our luat convoraatlon in Juno '70) , would 
lilco aomo Gorman financing and partlelpation in it but 
thinka thia ia unlikoly at tho proaont timo boeauao of tho 
oconomic aituation in Germany at proaont, and piana to aoo 
tho hond of tho Danco £xtorior within tho noxt two wooka to 
invoatigato poaalbilitioa of local finoncing. Xlaa, hia 
vifo, la workihg for a Gorman pharmocoutlcal company— tho 
hoadąuorters la In Cologno, but sho ia aaalgned to thoir 
offico in Zurich* 





